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COUNTRY SGI RETAILS OPENING SCHOOLS OPENING PPE USE/SOCIAL DISTANCING SPORT/PA 

AUSTRIA From 14 April: small shops (< 400m2) 
From 1 May: all other shops 

Expected to open on 15 
May 

Customers: mandatory to wear a mouth and nose cover in all open shops 
and on public transport. 
Employees: Mouth and nose protection must be worn when contacting 
customers. In other areas ( e.g. in the warehouse) an obligation of the 
employee is only possible if this is done in agreement between the employee 
and the employer. Decree on hygiene rules for retailers 

Allowed but not in groups. 
Outdoor sport such as tennis, golf 
and athletics allowed as of 1 May 

BELGIUM Opening as of 11 May (conditions to be determined) Should reopen on 18 
May. Kindergarten 
classes may not reopen 
this year. 

Mask-wearing mandatory in public space and transport. Employees might 
have to give protection to their employees “if necessary” 

Outdoor physical activity will be 
allowed as of 11 May for max 2 
people in addition to those living 
under the same roof, provided 
social distancing is observed. It will 
also be allowed to practice other 
outdoor non-contact sports.  

BULGARIA Closed until 13 May Closed until 13 May Mask-wearing mandatory in public.  

CROATIA All shops allowed to reopen as of 27 April, apart from 
big shopping centers (→11 May) 

First reopening on 11 
May  

  

CYPRUS Closed   EXIT STRATEGY TO MONITOR Closed    

CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

27 April:  up to 200 m2. 11 May:  up to 1 000 m2 (only if 
they are not in shopping malls over 5 000 m2). 8 June: 
shopping centres, business premises over 1 000 m2. TBC 
in June:  all the rest 

Closed until further 
notice  

Mask-wearing mandatory in public. 
At least 2 meters between customers, disinfection or shop equipment.  
 

Allowed when keeping a safe 
distance of two meters and the 
presence of a maximum of two 
people (no respiratory protection).  
25 May (TBC):  sporting events 
(limit of participants) 

DENMARK Closed until 10 May  Childcare and primary 
schools:  Gradual re-
opening from 15 April. 
Upper primary school: 
closed until 10 May 

 Allowed but with social distance 

ESTONIA Closed until at least 13 May  Further details of the exit 
strategy released on 27/04 to be announced 

Should reopen on 15 
May 

 2 May: outdoor sport events 
allowed (maximum of 10 
participants in the group and the 2 
+ 2 rule) 

FINLAND Closed until 31 May Closed    

FRANCE Will reopen on 11 May except for shops >40 000 m2 Nurseries and schools 
will progressively 
reopen from 11 May. 

Masks-wearing recommended for staff and customers when social 
distancing measures are not guaranteed. PM called firms to provide 
employees with masks. Retailers may make access to their stores conditional 
on the wearing of masks. 
Masks-wearing mandatory in public transport. 
1 m max distance between customers.  

Collective and indoor sports will 
continue to be prohibited after 11 
May. 

https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html
https://fesi-sport.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Erlass-Hygieneregeln-für-den-Einzelhandel.pdf
https://www.info-coronavirus.be/en/faq/#003
https://government.bg/bg/prestsentar/zasedaniya-na-ms/dneven-red-na-zasedanieto-na-ministerskiya-savet-na-01-04-2020-g
https://vlada.gov.hr/rezultati-pretrazivanja/49?pojam=koronavirusa
https://www.pio.gov.cy/coronavirus/
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/measures-adopted-by-the-czech-government-against-coronavirus-180545/
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/measures-adopted-by-the-czech-government-against-coronavirus-180545/
https://sim.dk/arbejdsomraader/corona-covid-19/
https://www.valitsus.ee/et/eriolukord-eestis
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/information-on-coronavirus
https://www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus
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GERMANY 15 April:  shops below 800 m2 
More information 

Schools reopen on 4 
May.  

Masks are mandatory in shops and public transport in all federal states 
except Berlin (only public transport – not shops).  More information 
 

Allowed with distancing and 
hygiene measures 

GREECE Small retail shops reopen on 4 May. 11 May: the rest of 
the retail will open and on 1 June the department 
stores/malls.  
→June plan to monitor on 18 May 
 

First schools reopen on 
11 May. Primary and 
kindergarten schools 
remain closed and may 
open on 1 June if 
conditions allow. 

Masks mandatory on public transport and in closed public spaces (including 
for staff and customers). Opening of shops: at 10 a.m. and an opening times 
extension will be provided on a case by case basis. 
Social distancing for shops:  
-20 m2- 4 people 
-20-100 m2: 4 people +1 person per 10 m2 
-100+ m2: 12 people +1 person per 10 m2 
-malls: 1 person per 20 m2 

Personal sports will be allowed as 
of 4 May.  

HUNGARY Closed but should reopen early May   
Exit Plan to be outlined in early May 

Closed but should 
reopen early May 

1.5 meters from others in public  

IRELAND Closed until 5 May 
NSAI publish COVID guide for the retail sector  
No official exit strategy revealed yet 

Closed until 5 May  Individual physical exercise 
allowed close to home. 

ITALY Will open on 18 May.  Closed until September  As of 4 May:  open air activity, on a 
individual basis for adults and in 
small groups (4/5) for minors 
under surveillance and social 
distancing of 1.5 m. As of 18 May: 
sports teams will be able to hold 
group training 

LATVIA Closed only during weekends and holidays  
No plan to ease restrictions has been announced yet, 
but the country’s health minister has proposed they will 
be gradually loosened over four-week periods, with the 
situation continuously assessed. 

Closed until 12 May 
2020 except for 
children who have 
parents working 

No more than one customer per 4m2 of the sales area. To prevent crowding, 
the merchant must ensure physical (social) distancing of 2 meters between 
the shoppers at the entrance. 
In addition, the merchants are also urged to enable, as much as possible, the 
shoppers to observe the 2m distance in car parking areas 

 

LITHUANIA Open since 15 April (shops with direct access from the 
street). 
29 April:  Shopping centres and markets 

Open  The shops will need to have direct access from the street, limit face-to-face 
contact to 20 minutes, and ensure a density of one client per 10 square 
metres. Only one person can be served at a time 

 

LUXEMBOURG Closed EXIT STRATEGY TO MONITOR ON 4/05 Reopening of 
secondary education on 
11 May (tentative).  
Fundamental education 
as well as the reopening 
of crèches and 
childcare facilities on 25 
May (tentative) 

Masks mandatory in all situations where the safety distance of two meters 
cannot be guaranteed. 

 

MALTA Closed   EXIT STRATEGY TO MONITOR WEEK of 27/04 Closed until end of June   

NETHERLANDS Shops that cannot guarantee their clients and staff that 
they can keep 6 feet distance from each other, are 
closed until further notice, but at least until 20 May.  

Primary schools and 
childcare day centres 
will reopen on 11 May.  

 From 29 April, children aged up to 
and including 12 and young people 
aged 13 to 18 can train together in 
the open air under supervision 

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/coronavirus/faqs-neue-leitlinien-1733416
https://fesi-sport.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID19-German-Länder-and-retail-April-2020.pdf
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/suche/maskenpflicht-in-deutschland-1747318
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/suche/maskenpflicht-in-deutschland-1747318
https://www.tornosnews.gr/en/greek-news/economy/39568-retail-shops-to-remain-closed-in-greece-until-april-11.html
https://koronavirus.gov.hu/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/db340a-nsai-publish-covid-19-guide-for-the-retail-sector/
http://www.governo.it/it/coronavirus-misure-del-governo
https://www.mk.gov.lv/en/content/covid-19
http://koronastop.lrv.lt/en/
https://coronavirus.gouvernement.lu/fr.html
https://covid19malta.info/
https://business.gov.nl/the-coronavirus-and-your-company/
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Useful links:  

http://oecd.org/coronavirus/en/?utm_source=Members&utm_campaign=15797b8029-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_17_08_03_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_52d15a0658-15797b8029-

91777916#country-tracker  

  

Secondary schools will 
reopen on 1st June.  

POLAND Open Closed until 24 May Mask-wearing mandatory in public.  2 meters distance between pedestrians.  
Gloves are mandatory in supermarkets. For stores with a service area of less 
than 100 m2: 4 people for one cash desk. So, if there are 2 cash desks in a 
store, there can be 8 customers in the store at once. For stores with a service 
area larger than 100 m2: 1 person per 15 m2 of the area. For example, if the 
area of a store is 300 m2, there can be 20 clients inside at once 

 

PORTUGAL Closed  EXIT STRATEGY of 30/04 TO MONITOR  Closed    

ROMANIA Closed  TO MONITOR: The country announced it would 
start relaxing lockdown measures after 15 May 

Closed until September  Mask-wearing mandatory in public.  

SLOVAKIA Shops and operation of services up to 300 m2 area are 
allowed to open since 22 April 

Closed until further 
notice 

Face masks mandatory in public. For shops: 
-entry only with drape or similar protection 
-the operation must ensure the disinfection of hands or protective gloves, 
ideally both 
-when waiting in line, a spacing of at least 2 meters must be observed, 
-the number of persons in operation is limited to one person per 25 square 
meters of area of operation. 

 

SLOVENIA Shops selling bicycles have reopen. Exit strategy to 
monitor 

Closed Face masks are mandatory in indoor public spaces.  

SPAIN Phase 1: General opening on 11 May (TBC).   
Phase 2: Shopping centers: 25 May (TBC). 
Phase 3: ban on the use of common areas and 
recreational areas of shopping centers is lifted: 8 June 

Closed until September. 
Except: children under 
6 years old whose two 
parents cannot 
telework 

Masks are handed out in public transport stations. Limited capacity of 30% 
(phase 1) or 40% (phase 2) or 50% (phase 3), safety distance of min 2 meters 
between clients.  When not possible, only the permanence of a client will be 
allowed (phase 1 and 2). Establishment and equipment must be periodically 
disinfected and sanitized. 

From 2 May: individual sport with 
ni contact allowed. 
From 25 May: gyms allowed  

SWEDEN Open  Open  Social distancing  Allowed. 

UNITED 
KINGDOM 

Closed  Closed except for 
children of key workers 

  

http://oecd.org/coronavirus/en/?utm_source=Members&utm_campaign=15797b8029-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_17_08_03_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_52d15a0658-15797b8029-91777916#country-tracker
http://oecd.org/coronavirus/en/?utm_source=Members&utm_campaign=15797b8029-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_17_08_03_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_52d15a0658-15797b8029-91777916#country-tracker
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus
https://www.portaldascomunidades.mne.pt/pt/linha-covid-19
https://www.mai.gov.ro/utile/
http://www.minv.sk/?tlacove-spravy&sprava=koronavirus
https://www.gov.si/teme/koronavirus/
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov-China/home.htm
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringens-politik/regeringens-arbete-med-anledning-av-nya-coronaviruset/regeringens-beslut-och-initiativ-med-anledning-av-nya-coronaviruset/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do

